
‘The next day the news that Jesus was on his 
way to Jerusalem swept through the massive 
crowd gathered for the feast. So they took palm 
branches and went out to meet him. Everyone 
was shouting, “Lord, be our Saviour! Blessed 
is the one who comes to us sent from Jehovah-
God, the King of Israel!”

(John 12:12-13 The Passion) 

DAY ONE

The Palm

When you read the story of Jesus entering the 
city gates – what part of the story resonates 
with you the most? Dwell on it with God. 

Draw out a palm branch and write or draw on 
it what you would like to say to Jesus – who 
is he to you? 

Spray some perfume or aftershave on a piece 
of tissue – spend some time smelling it whilst 
listening to ‘That’s my King’ by S.M. Lockridge
www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzqTFNfeDnE

Read out Psalm 118. What part sticks out to 
you the most?

Passover was fast approaching. In 
John’s gospel Jesus had just been 
anointed by Mary with Nard (a type 
of perfume), a fragrance associated 
with kings. Jesus also in 12:7 sees what 
Mary does as a burial day ceremony. 
Jesus knew what the next few days 
had in store for him. 

He was anointed with a king’s 
perfume and entered the city with 
people crying out ‘King of the Jews’ 
only a few days later this would be 
the complete opposite. The people 
shout praises at Jesus which refer 
back to Psalm 118:25-26.

Yesterday we celebrated Palm Sunday, 
which highlights this passage. People 
lay not only their coats down for 
Jesus but also palm branches. In those 
times the palm tree was a symbol of 
triumph, victory over death, as palms 
grow in the desert and overcome the 
arid climate. For us today it would 
have been the equivalent for rolling 
out the red carpet!

Context

Reflection/Action

Listen to Hillsong Chapel of ‘Hosanna’
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7A8ZCECJPVE 
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